[Therapy of sialorrhea with botulinum toxin].
The most important salivary glands are the paired parotid and submandibular glands. Adults produce 1 to 1.5 liters of saliva which are then regularly swallowed. When the act of swallowing is disturbed, salivation occurs. More rarely, the cause can be found in increased saliva production, for example, when caused through medication. Sialorrhea impairs the quality of life substantially and is frequently often socially stigmatizing. Therapy includes conservative measures such as functional dysphagia therapy, oral or transdermal application of anticholinergics, as well as, in selected cases, radiation and surgical measures. Over the last 20 years local injection of botulinum toxin has been successfully applied in the treatment of this condition. With approval of this therapy by the European agencies, this measure will become the therapy of choice for pronounced therapy-resistant sialorrhea.